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opinions." Randolph controlled his anger at this insinuation till
the 9th, when lie blazed up. "I disdain his aspersions, and Ms
insinuations/' Randolph told the convention. "His asperity is
warranted by no principle of parliamentary decency, nor com-
patible with the least shadow of friendship: and if our friend-
ship must fall—lei it fall, like Lucifer, neter to rise again," Henry
declared that he had no "personal intention of offending any one
—that he did his duty.3* There was a passage of sharp words be-
tween them, after which Randolph read part of another letter,
to his constituents, threw the letter on the clerk's table,
announced that it might lie there "for the inspection of the
and malicious"
Henry had hinted that Randolph was an apostate for some
hidden (and therefore perhaps discreditable) reason, Piandolph
had replied that Henry was discourteous and malicious. Accord-
ing to the sensitive cede of the day, here were words that must
be answered with deeds. Henry's second called on Randolph that
night, and there was tension in Richmond over the possibility of
a duel between the present governor and a former governor of
lie proud state. But matters were somehow adjusted, and the
two remained merely debaters*
The Antifederalists, in the midst of their discussions of rel-
evant constitutional issues, often repeated the most common-
place sensational arguments against the Constitution, There was
for instance that bogey, the district which was to be the seat of
the federal government, 'This tea miles square," Mason said on
June 14j "may set at defiance the laws of the surrounding states^
and may, like the custom of the superstitious days of our an-
cestors, become the sanctuary of the blackest crimes. * * . Now?
sir, if an attempt should be made to establish tyranny over the
people, here are ten miles square where the greatest offender
may meet protection. If any of their officers, or creatures, should
attempt to oppress the people, or should actually perpetrate the
blackest deed, he has nothing to do, but get into the ten miles
square,9* Grayson, agreeing with Mason as to the danger of
sanctuary, added that the citizens of the federal district would
have every interest to "aggrandize themselves by every possible
means in their power, to the great injury of the other states. If
we travel all over the world, we will find that people have
aggrandized their own capitals. Look at Russia and Prussia.**

